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SUBJECT: ROMANIAN COMMENTS ON OAU ANNIVERSARY 

1. RCP DAILY "SCINTEIA" OP 25 MAY CARRIES TWO PIECES ON 
OCCASION OP ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY'S 15TH ANNIVERSARY: 

ONE IS PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU MESSAGE TO GABONESE PRESIDENT 
EL HADJ OMAR BONGO IN HIS CAPACITY AS OAU CHAIRMAN; OTHER 
IS AN AUTHORITATIVE EDITORIAL. ALTHOUGH BOTH REITERATE 
ROMANIAN SOLIDARITY WITH APRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND 
ADOPT WELL KNOWN LINE AGAINST APARTHEID, THEY ALSO SPEAK 
OUT SHARPLY AGAINST ATTEMPTS TO CREATE "SPHERES OF INFLUENCE" 
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IN AFRICA "UNRESOLVED PROBLEMS, INCLUDING TERRITORIAL, 

STEMMING PROM COLONIAL LEGACY HAVE BEEN USED TO PIT ONE 
APRICAN COUNTRY AGAINST ANOTHER AND TO AGGRAVATE THE STATE 
OP TENSION TO THE POINT OP MILITARY CONPRONTATION. ROMANIA, 

AS A SINCERE FRIEND OP THE APRICAN PEOPLES, CALLS POR THE 
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF CONTENTIONS QUESTIONS AMONG AFRICAN 
STATES THROUGH DIRECT TALKS AND WITH NO FOREIGN INTERVENTION." 
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2. COMMENT. UNTIL NOW ROMANIA HAS BEEN OEEICIALLY RATHER 
RESERVED ON PROBLEMS IN THE HORN AND IN ZAIRE'S SHABA PRO- 
VINCE. WHILE MAY 25 STATEMENTS APPEAR TO CONDEMN ALL EOR- 
EIGN INTERVENTION IN AERICA EQUALLY, WE CONSIDER THE REFER- 
ENCE TO SOVIET/CUBAN ACTIVITY AS QUITE CLEAR. DEEP ROMANIAN 
AVERSION TO ARMED INTERVENTION BY ONE STATE IN ANOTHER 
COUPLED WITH CONTINUED ROMANIAN COURTSHIP OP AERICA IN THIRD 
WORLD CONTEXT LEAD GOR TO TRY TO PUT AS MUCH DAYLIGHT AS 
POSSIBLE BETWEEN ITS OWN "PRINCIPLED " STANCE AND THAT OP ALL 
NON-APRICAN INTERVENTIONISTS, PRENCH AND BELIGAN ACTIONS 
IN SHABA PROVIDES GOR WITH PLAUSIBLE PRETEXT FOR EXPLAINING 
WHY ROMANIA PELT OBLIGED TO STRESS NON-INTERVENTION IN AERICA 
SO STRONGLY AT THIS TIME, BUT DOUBTPUL IF SOVIETS WILL MISS 
THE REAL ROMANIAN INTENTION. THIS CONCLUSION WAS CONPIRMED 
TO EMBASSY OFPICER MAY 25 BY MPA DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS BOGDAN BALTAZAR WHO WROTE PIRST DRAFT OF CEAUSESCU'S 
MESSAGE; BALTAZAR SAID THAT HE WAS BEING ASKED "TROUBLESOME 
QUESTIONS " PROM SOURCES HE IMPLIED WERE SOVIET DIPLOMATS 
RE MEANING OF STATEMENT ON SPHERES OF INFLUENCE. 

AGGREY 
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